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EXCLUSIVE LICENSE AGREEMENT 
 
Date:  _________________________________________  
 
Name of Corresponding Author (“Corresponding Author”):  ___________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
Address of Corresponding Author:  ______________________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Manuscript Title (exactly as it appears on the submission) (“Contribution”): _______________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Manuscript number:  _____________________________  
 
Manuscript submitted for publication in: NAVIGATION (“Journal”) 
 
Published by: Institute of Navigation/HighWire Press, Inc. (“Publisher”) 
 
Co-authors on the Contribution (“Co-authors”): _____________________________________________  
 __________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dear Corresponding Author: 
 
Thank you for submitting the above-listed Contribution for publication in the Journal.  In order to expedite 
the process, we need you to execute this Exclusive Licensing Agreement (“Agreement”) on behalf of both 
yourself as the Corresponding Author as well as any Co-authors that might be listed above (collectively 
referred to as “Contributor(s)”).  Please know that in the event the Contribution is not selected for 
publication, or subsequently rejected, this Agreement becomes null and void.  However, publication 
cannot proceed without a signed copy of this Agreement. 
 
A. COPYRIGHT  
 
1. The Contributor grants to the Journal Owner an exclusive, royalty-free, perpetual, worldwide, 

irrevocable license of all rights of copyright in the Contribution during the full term of copyright and 
any extensions or renewals,  including but not limited to the right to publish, republish, transmit, sell, 
distribute, sub-license (including to Publisher as well as the general public), and otherwise use the 
Contribution in whole or in part in open access, electronic, and print editions of the Journal and in 
derivative works throughout the world, in all languages and in all media of expression now known or 
later developed, and to license or permit others to do so. For the avoidance of doubt, “Contribution” 
is defined to only include the manuscript identified above that is submitted by the Contributor for 
publication in the Journal (including any embedded rich media). 

2. Reproduction, posting, transmission or other distribution or use of the Contribution in whole or in part 
in any medium as permitted by this Agreement by the Contributor (or Contributor’s Employer to the 
extent applicable) requires a citation to the Journal suitable in form and content as follows: (Title of 
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the Contribution, Contributor, Journal Title and Volume/ Issue, Copyright © [year], copyright owner 
as specified in the Journal, Publisher). Links to the final published version of the Contribution on the 
Publisher’s website are encouraged where appropriate. 

 
B. OPEN ACCESS LICENSES 

 
Contributor acknowledges and agrees that, except as otherwise outlined in Paragraph C below, the 
Contribution will be published and made freely available to users under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution License 4.0 (“CC-BY License”) or a substantially similar version. The Contributor 
acknowledges and agrees that the Journal Owner is the exclusive “Licensor” of the Contribution as 
defined by the CC-BY License, and that as such the Journal Owner may make the Contribution freely 
available to all users under the terms of the CC-BY License or a substantially similar version. 
 
C. RETAINED RIGHTS  
 
Except as is outlined in this Agreement, the Contributor or, if applicable, the Contributor’s employer, 
retains all proprietary rights other than the exclusive license of copyright, such as patent rights, in any 
process, procedure or article of manufacture described in the Contribution.   
 
Contributor additionally has all rights provided to the public under CC-BY License. Contributor further has 
the right to use the Contribution or any parts or excerpts of the Contribution in any non-commercial 
publications authored by the Contributor where the excerpted material constitutes less than thirty percent 
of the total material in such publication with proper citation to original Contribution. 
 
D.  CONTRIBUTOR’S REPRESENTATIONS 
 
The Corresponding Author represents and warrants on behalf of himself/herself (and, to the extent 
applicable, the remaining Contributors) that:  
 

(i) the Contributors have the full power, authority and capability to enter into this Agreement, to 
grant the rights and license granted herein and to perform all obligations hereunder;  
 

(ii) the Contribution is the original work of the Contributors; 
 

(iii) all individuals identified as Contributors actually contributed to the Contribution, and all 
individuals who contributed are identified as such;  

 

(iv) if the Contribution was prepared jointly, the Corresponding Author has informed the remaining 
Contributors of the terms of this Agreement and has obtained their signed written permission 
to execute this Agreement on their behalf;  

 

(v) the Contribution is submitted only to this Journal and has not been published before, has not 
been included in another manuscript, and is not currently under consideration or accepted for 
publication elsewhere;  

 

(vi) if excerpts from copyrighted works owned by third parties are included, the Contributor has 
obtained written permission(s) from the copyright owner(s) for all uses as set forth in the 
standard permissions form and the Journal’s Author Guidelines, and the Contribution 
indicates appropriate credit to these third parties;  

 

(vii) the Contribution contains no libelous or unlawful statements, does not: (i) infringe upon the 
rights (including without limitation the copyright, patent or trademark rights) or the privacy of 
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others; (ii) breach any confidentiality, obligation; (iii) violate a contract or any law; (iv) contain 
material or instructions that might cause harm or injury; or (v) utilize data in a way contrary to 
applicable legal requirements and Journal policies;  

(viii) no Contributor has granted exclusive rights to, or transferred their copyright in, any version of
the Contribution to any third party or otherwise granted any rights in the Contribution or is
aware of any outstanding rights which would be averse to, inconsistent with, or in any way
diminish, encumber, or impair the full enjoyment and exercise of the rights granted to Journal
Owner in this Agreement; and

(ix) there are no conflicts of interest relating to the Contribution, except as disclosed. Accordingly,
the Contributor represents that the following information shall be clearly identified on the title
page of the Contribution: (1) all financial and material support for the Contribution or the
research and work formulating the basis of the Contribution; (2) any financial interests the
Contributor may have in companies or other entities that have an interest in the information in
the Contribution (e.g., grants, advisory boards, employment, consultancies, contracts,
honoraria, royalties, expert testimony, partnerships, or stock ownership); and (3) an indication
of no such financial interests, if appropriate.

Notwithstanding acceptance, the Journal Owner may (but is not obliged to) require changes to the 
Contribution, including changes to the length of the Contribution, and/or the electing not to publish the 
Contribution if for any reason, in the Journal Owner’s in reasonable judgment, such publication would be 
inconsistent with the Journal Owner’s policies, practices or Code of Ethics, or would result in legal liability 
in the Journal Owner’s sole determination. 

E. INFRINGEMENT OF COPYRIGHT

If the copyright of the Contribution is infringed, the Contributor agrees that the Journal Owner may 
(without any obligation) take such steps as it considers necessary to deal with the matter. The Contributor 
will cooperate fully with the Journal Owner in any infringement proceedings and agrees to execute any 
documents and do any acts reasonably required by the Journal Owner for such purposes.   

F. USE OF INFORMATION

The Contributor acknowledges that, during the term of this Agreement and thereafter, the Journal Owner 
(and the Publisher where the Publisher is not the Journal Owner) may process the Contributor’s personal 
data, including storing or transferring data outside of the country of the Contributor’s residence, in order 
to process transactions related to this Agreement and to communicate with the Contributor.  Contributor 
agrees that each have a legitimate interest in doing so. By entering into this Agreement, the Contributor 
agrees to the processing of the Contributor’s personal data (and, where applicable, confirms that the 
Contributor has obtained the permission from all other Contributors to process their personal data). The 
Journal Owner and Publisher shall comply with all applicable laws, statutes and regulations relating to 
data protection and privacy and shall process such personal data in accordance with the ION’s Privacy 
Policy located at: https://www.ion.org/about/terms-privacy.cfm 

Contributor further agrees to allow Journal Owner and Publisher to use the name, likeness, photograph, 
and biographical information of the Contributors in connection with the promotion of the Contribution 
within the Journal. 

[   ] I agree to the EXCLUSIVE LICENSE AGREEMENT as shown, consent to execution and delivery of 
the Exclusive License Agreement electronically and agree that an electronic signature shall be given the 

https://www.ion.org/about/terms-privacy.cfm
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same legal force as a handwritten signature, above and have obtained written permission from all other 
Contributors to execute this Agreement on their behalf.  
 
Corresponding Author’s signature (type name here):    
 
Date: 
 
SELECT FROM OPTIONS BELOW REGARDING THE OWNERSHIP OF THE CONTRIBUTION:  

 Contributor-owned work.  
 

 Employer-owned work.  The Contribution was prepared, at least in part, in the course of a 
Contributor’s employment as a “work-made-for-hire” and thus portions of the Contribution 
prepared in this manner are owned by the Contributor’s employer.  The signatory listed above is 
authorized to sign this Agreement on behalf of the employer, and in this capacity, conveys the 
employer’s rights in this Agreement to the same extent as those of the Contributor. 
 

 United States Government-owned Work.  The Contribution was prepared, at least in part, by 
United States Government employees within the scope of official duties, and as such may not be 
subject to United States copyright protection.  The signatory listed above, representing he/she 
has the appropriate authority to do so, provides irrevocable permission for the Journal Owner to 
publish the submitted Contribution as outlined in this Agreement while reserving any rights 
concerning any portions of the Contribution that are considered official works of the United States 
Government as may be required pursuant to 17 U.S.C. Sec. 105. 
 

 United Kingdom Government-owned Work (Crown Copyright).  The Contribution was 
prepared, at least in part, by employees of a United Kingdom department or agency within the 
scope of official duties or otherwise subject to ownership by the Crown Copyright and made 
available under the Open Government License.  The signatory listed above, representing he/she 
has the appropriate authority to do so, provides irrevocable permission for the Journal Owner to 
publish the submitted Contribution as outlined in this Agreement while reserving any rights 
concerning any portions of the Contribution that are subject to the Crown Copyright as may be 
required pursuant to applicable law. 
 

 European Union-owned Work.  The Contribution was prepared, at least in part, by employees 
of the European Union within the scope of official duties, and as such copyright ownership may 
be vested in the European Union.  The signatory listed above, representing he/she has the 
appropriate authority to do so, provides irrevocable permission for the Journal Owner to publish 
the submitted Contribution as outlined in this Agreement while reserving any rights concerning 
any portions of the Contribution to the European Union as may be required pursuant to applicable 
law. 
 

 Canadian Government-owned Work (Crown Copyright). The Contribution was prepared, at 
least in part, by employees of the Government of Canada in the course of their employment, and 
as such, copyright in the Contribution belongs, at least in part, to The Majesty in Right of Canada 
(“Crown copyright”). Departmental senior managers at the Government of Canada (“Government 
departments”) are responsible for managing the administration and licensing of Crown copyright. 
The Contributor(s) warrant that they have obtained permission from the responsible Government 
department, or have the appropriate authority to provide permission to the Journal Owner to 
publish the submitted contribution in the manner set out in the Agreement; and the Contributor(s) 
warrants they have obtained permission to use any of the copyrighted material contained in the 
Work that is not owned by the Crown. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed as an 
assignment of Crown copyright in the Contribution. 
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