
MINUTES OF THE  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

(April 4, 2016) 
 
 
Subject to the approval of the Executive Committee, the following minutes are 
submitted.  The Executive Committee Meeting was called to order on April 4, 2016 at via 
telecon at 12:00 p.m. Those participating were: 
 
VOTING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 
Name    Office Held    
Dorota Grejner-Brzezinska President 
John Raquet   Executive VP 
Frank van Graas  Treasurer 
Mike Veth   Eastern VP 
Jan Anszperger  Military Division Chair 
Patricia Doherty  Immediate Past President 
 
NON-VOTING PARTICIPANTS: 
 
Name    Position Held 
Doug Taggart   Meetings Chair 
Lisa Beaty   Executive Director  
 
AGENDA: 
1. ITM/PTTI Meeting Location, PTTI’s Desire to Locate in Washington, DC in 2018 and 

2019 
2. Status of IEEE/ION Co-Sponsorship of PLANS in 2018 and Review of Terms 
3. Proposal from International Flight Inspection Symposium to Co-Sponsor their 2018 

U.S. Event 
4. Legal Changes Affecting How ION Manages the ION’s AAAS Government Fellows 

Program 
 
AGENDA 
Chair: Dorota Grejner-Brzezinska, ION President  
 
ITM/PTTI Meeting Location, January 2018 and 2019 
 
Beaty reported that PTTI (a historically government-based meeting) has a tradition of rotating 
between coasts and would like to hold PTTI 2018 and 2019 in Washington, DC.  Options include: 
 

• ITM moves to Washington, DC every two years to keep the meetings co-located.  ITM no 
longer hosts the walk-ins it did 10 years ago. With the changes in the ITM technical to 
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make ITM papers more academic and peer reviewed, relocating ITM to the east coast is 
not likely to negatively impact ITM registration totals.  Other benefits of the co-location 
continue to be lower registration costs for both events, and many attendees would be 
able to make travel to Washington, DC multi-purpose. 

• ITM and PTTI co-locate for two years and then separate the next two years.  This would
enable ITM (in years meeting separately from PTTI) to return to its traditional San Diego
location every two years.  The disadvantage is that it would make both meetings more
expensive to produce, both in terms of economy of scale and staff labor, which will drive
registrations fees disproportionately higher over normal cost of living adjustments.

• Council advises PTTI that the location decision remains with Council, and Council is not
going to relocate the meeting from California.  The Executive Committee was advised
that this option was likely to meet with strong dissent.

MOTION:  ITM located to Washington, DC for January 2018 and 2019 to keep ITM and PTTI 
co-located.  Motion made by Dorota Brzezinska, seconded by Mike Veth and passed by the 
Executive Committee. 

Status of IEEE/ION Co-Sponsorship of PLANS in 2018 and Review of Terms 

Beaty reported that a formal letter was sent to Mark Davis, the IEEE AESS VP of Conferences, on 
February 16, 2016, proposing revised terms of the co-sponsorship going forward with PLANS 
2018. The proposal designates the IEEE AESS as a technical co-sponsor only, with no contractual 
or financial liabilities. This change in the terms aligns with the IEEE’s Headquarters’ new 
mandates and alleviates the burden of ION having to work through IEEE for contracting, 
budgeting, etc.   

See Attached File: IEEE AESS CoSpons Proposal PLANS 2018  

Beaty advised the Executive Committee that Beaty and Davis had discussed the proposal by 
phone after Davis received the letter and Davis had asked for the opportunity to meet with ION 
Executive representatives during PLANS in Savannah.   

Postscript:  

Mark Davis, IEEE AESS VP of Conferences, met with several members of the ION Executive 
Committee and PLANS Executive Committee on April 13 in Savannah, GA, during the PLANS 
meeting to discuss the proposed changes.  During the meeting it was reiterated that, per 
IEEE policy, if AESS had any financial percentage in the conference, ION would be required 
to work through IEEE Headquarters and comply with all new IEEE conference policies. Not 
only would this substantially increase the burden to ION, but as a non-IEEE organization, in 
some cases it may be impractical, or impossible, for ION to meet IEEE’s new requirements.  
In addition, since the IEEE has already advised ION that they would no longer honor the 
terms of the existing IEEE/ION MOU, ION was not enthusiastic at the prospect of having to 
negotiate a new MOU every two years. 

It was also noted that if the proposed change had to do with funding back to the society 
that a voluntary contribution made by the conference back to the society would be the most 

http://www.ion.org/governance/upload/executive_minutes_apr_16_IEEE_AESS_CoSpons_Proposal_PLANS_2018.pdf
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efficient manner to resolve the issue. Davis communicated that while a contribution would 
be appreciated, funding was not the primary issue.  Rather, Davis believes that if the AESS 
has no financial interest in the conference, he fears the society would be unable to get the 
AESS community to engage in the technical program.   

With regards to AESS’ engagement in the technical program it was reviewed that the 
change in the co-sponsorship terms:  
a) Would not inhibit Davis’ ability to continue to advance the goal of getting AESS more

engaged.  AESS engagement would greatly benefit ION, and ION would continue to 
actively work with AESS in any manner invited to achieve this. IEEE and ION had been 
consistently working the issue of AESS engagement for the past 10 years and had 
consistently appealed to the AESS Board of Governors for engagement in the technical 
program. (Note that PLANS 2016 is the sixth co-sponsored IEEE/ION PLANS meeting, the 
first was held in 2006.) 

b) Changes to IEEE Headquarters policy was what had precipitated the proposed change to
the co-sponsorship terms. 

c) The terms of the co-sponsorship (technical verses both technical and financial) would be
invisible to the vast majority of the memberships of both organizations. 

The meeting concluded with the ION Executive and PLANS Executive Committees 
respectfully communicating that it was their strong preference that AESS allow ION to 
proceed with PLANS 2018 with AESS as a technical co-sponsor only, as outlined in the 
original proposal, and suggested that we re-evaluate the new arrangement at the 
conclusion of the 2018 event.  Furthermore, ION asked Davis to confirm status by the end of 
April 2016 as ION was unable to proceed with facility contracts and was already perilously 
close to the deadline of being able to efficiently execute an event in 2018. 

Davis reported that it would be his recommendation to the AESS Board of Governors 
to proceed as outlined in ION’s proposal for 2018 and that he would get back to ION 
by the end of the month. 

Proposal from International Flight Inspection Symposium (IFIS) for ION to Co-Sponsor 
the IFIS 2018 Event 

Beaty reported that the international IFIS biennial event was scheduled to be hosted in the USA 
in the spring/summer of 2018 and Dr. Per Enge and Dr. Dave Powell (Stanford University) had 
asked if ION would act as a co-sponsor and host the event.  It was reported that a draft MOU 
had been prepared and was provided to the Executive Committee and discussed. 

See attached file: IFIS 2018 Cosponsorship MOU  

It was also reported that Beaty was currently working cooperatively with the chairs of the IFIS 
and PLANS Executive Committees to schedule proposed dates back to back April 16-27, 2018 at 
Hyatt Regency in Monterey, CA.  It was reported that draft hotel contracts were being prepared 
but would be dependent on Executive Committee execution of IFIS and IEEE AESS co-
sponsorship agreements.   

http://www.ion.org/governance/upload/executive_minutes_apr_16_IFIS_2018_Cosponsor_MOU.pdf
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MOTION:  The ION Executive Committee approves ION co-sponsoring IFIS 2018 and to 
accompanying MOU.  Motion made by Dorota Brzezinska, seconded by Frank van Graas and 
passed by the Executive Committee. 

 
Legal Changes Affecting ION’s AAAS Government Fellows Program 
 
Beaty reported that the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) has 
brought it to the attention of all partner societies participating in the AAAS Government Fellows 
Program, that as the result of recent litigation, AAAS has created a new corporation for AAAS-
supported government fellows. AAAS fellows are now treated as AAAS employees for the 
purposes of payroll, tax filings and employee benefits. Beaty provided a brief summary of AAAS’ 
response to the litigation, ION’s exposure to risk and evaluate the following 
options/recommendations for compensation of all future ION sponsored AAAS Government 
Fellows and associated increased costs: 

a. ION co-op financial sponsorship of future Fellows through the AAAS Government 
Fellows corporation using AAAS pre-determined sponsorship levels and benefit amounts 
at an estimated annual cost of $100,744 (level 1); $111,744 (level 2); or $125,237 (level 
3).  

b. ION hire the ION Fellow as a regular ION employee and provide all full time ION 
employee benefits as defined by ION’s employee policies.  This would make 
Government Fellows eligible for retirement benefits after six months and 
unemployment compensation at the end of the fellowship. Health coverage would be 
negotiable. 

c. ION modify its current employee benefit manual and retirement plan to require 12 full 
months of employment before a full time employee is eligible for ION benefit plans.  
After this is accomplished, ION would hire Government Fellows and pay salary and all 
related employment taxes, but Fellows would not be eligible for other employment 
benefits. 

A discussion of recommendations, how the committee desires to proceed and how this will 
affect the 2015 Government Fellow selection process was held. 
 
MOTION:  ION co-op financial sponsorship of future Fellows through the AAAS Government 
Fellows corporation using AAAS pre-determined sponsorship “STIPEND LEVEL 2” salary and 
benefit amounts at an estimated annual cost (in 2016 dollars) $111,334 for Congressional 
Fellows and $110,744 for Executive Fellows.  Motion made by John Raquet, seconded by Dorota 
Brzezinska and passed by the Executive Committee. 
 
The telecon adjourned at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 


