
MINUTES OF THE  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

(March 25, 2019) 
 
 
Subject to the approval of the Executive Committee, the following minutes are submitted.  The 
Executive Committee Meeting was called to order via telecon on March 25, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 
Those present were: 
 
VOTING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 
Name    Office Held    
Y. Jade Morton  President 
Frank van Diggelen  Executive VP 
Frank van Graas  Treasurer 
Elliott Kaplan   Eastern VP 
Steve Rounds   Western VP  
Chris Hegarty   Satellite Division Chair  
John Langer   Military Division Chair 
John Raquet   Immediate Past President 
 
NON-VOTING PARTICIPANTS: 
 
Name    Position Held 
Sherman Lo   ION Meetings Chair 
Gary McGraw   PLANS Executive Committee Chair, ION Finance Chair 
Mathieu Joerger  PLANS General Chair 
Zak Kassas   PLANS Program Chair 
Lisa Beaty   Executive Director  
 
AGENDA 
 

1. Follow-up Actions/Consequences IEEE/ION PLANS 2020 Cancellation 

• Reschedule Late Fall 2020, Combine with ION GNSS+ 2020, Cancel Completely 

• Production IEEE PLANS Proceedings, Indexing IEEE Xplorer 

• IEEE PLANS Awards 

• PLANS Cancellation Consequences 
2. ITM PTTI 2022/23, January 2022 and 2023 in Long Beach, CA 
3. JNC, June 1-4, 2020 Covington, KY in Peril 
4. ION GNSS+ 2020 Status 
5. Congressional Fellow Application Received for 2020 
6.  NAVIGATION, Update 

 
See APPENDIX for actions/motions passed by email previously that have been recorded here. 
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See Attached File Advance Materials Provided: ExecComm Telecon 3-25-20 Charts 
 
Follow-up Actions/Consequences IEEE/ION PLANS 2020 Cancellation 
 
Beaty reviewed the following options for PLANS following the cancellation of the April 20-23, 2020 
dates due to Coronavirus (COVID-19): 
 

• Option 1: Reschedule PLANS October/November 2020 

• Option 2 (Beaty Preferred): Host a “Best of PLANS” in parallel to ION GNSS+ 2020 in St. 
Louis, MO 

• Option 3: Cancel PLANS completely, do not reschedule 
 
The consensus was to re-tool a modified PLANS program in conjunction with ION GNSS+. There 
was some discussion as to whether or not to hold PLANS sessions on Monday and Tuesday or 
Wednesday through Friday. Some believed holding sessions for five days (Monday through Friday) 
was too fatiguing, while others felt people needed a separation between the technical programs.  
Some felt the ION GNSS+ technical program should be contracted to accommodate PLANS papers. 
Beaty strongly advocated against this, not wanting to damage the ION GNSS+ program not yet 
negatively impacted and that had already been organized. She also advocated for Wednesday 
through Friday as this allowed for shared exhibit hall, plenary session, awards luncheon and 
registration fee. Beaty reported that Pat Doherty, ION GNSS+ Plenary Chair, was inviting Brad 
Parkinson to give his PLANS plenary address during the ION GNSS+ plenary session. 
 

Action: Beaty would survey the PLANS 2020 authors to determine how many would 
commit to present in September 2020 to determine the size of the PLANS technical 
program ION would need to accommodate.  This information would be used to help 
determine if the PLANS technical program would best fit Monday and Tuesday schedule or 
a Wednesday through Friday schedule. 

 
Beaty reported that ION would produce the IEEE PLANS proceedings as a service to the 
community at no cost to the authors.  Beaty had asked the IEEE to waive the indexing fee and 
AESS had endorsed this request. ION was waiting for approval from IEEE Headquarters. 
 
It was reported that ION would be sending a follow-up email to PLANS authors with answers to 
commonly asked questions later this week. 
 

Motion: It was agreed that the IEEE Kershner, IEEE Fried and PLANS Best Paper Awards 
would be presented at the ION GNSS+ meeting. Motion passed. 

 
Beaty reported on the status of the cancellation of the Hilton hotel based on the hotel contract. It 
was reported that as of March 12th the Hilton Portland’s legal department had notified Beaty that 
the terms outlined in the ION’s cancellation letter did not constitute ground for termination and 
that they would seek damages. Beaty reported that in her view the cancellation meets the 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/ExecCommTelecon_3-25-20_Charts.pdf
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standards in the impossibility clause and ION would not be liable for damages but it would take 
some time. She noted that the hotel was currently “closed”. Beaty proposed booking IEEE/ION 
PLANS 2022 at the Portland Hilton as a measure of good will, and while not “required” it was the 
“right thing” to do. 
 

Motion: The Executive Committee agrees to Beaty booking IEEE/ION PLANS 2022 at the 
Portland Hilton pending Beaty being able to facilitate an agreeable hotel contract. Motion 
passed. 

 
Beaty reported ION had approximately $14K in unrecoverable fixed expenses from PLANS 2020, 
plus indirect expenses and the lost budgeted net revenue of $192K for the PLANS 2020 event. 
 
ITM PTTI 2022/23, January 2022 and 2023 in Long Beach, CA 
 

Motion: The Executive Committee agrees to Beaty booking ITM/PTTI 2022 and 2023 
(January 2022 and January 2023) at the Hyatt Regency Long Beach pending Beaty being 
able to facilitate an agreeable hotel contract. Motion passed. 

 
JNC, June 1-4, Covington, KY in Peril 
 
Beaty reported that while it was contractually too early to cancel the JNC, she was working behind 
the scenes investigating alternate dates to move JNC to October/November 2020 and she had 
already secured the support of the Joint Navigation Warfare Center to process clearances and/or 
clear public space for the classified session if necessary. 
 
ION GNSS+ 2020 Status 
 
Beaty reported that abstract submission was down in 2020 compared to prior years, with the 
decline resulting from decreased submissions from Asia and Western Europe. 
 

421 ION GNSS+ abstracts (517 in 2019, 492 in 2018, 451 in 2017 and 485 in 2016).  

• 63 less abstracts from China this year compared to 2019  

• 50 less abstracts this year from Western Europe compared to 2019.  

• Abstract deadline on top of the “closure of Asia”, Coronavirus pandemic fears coupled 
with travel cancelations, meeting postponements and an international audience 
restricted or afraid of travel.   

 
Congressional Fellow Application Received for 2020 
 
Beaty reported a Congressional Fellow application had been received from Dr. Benjamin Ashman. 

• Currently at NASA Goddard focusing on high-altitude uses of GNSS where he has 
performed navigation for operational spacecraft. 

• Currently the deputy lead for PNT policy at Goddard he is working at the intersection of 
technical developments and public policy and is a current member of the ICG. 
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• PhD Purdue electrical engineering focused on communications and signal processing (Jim 
Garrison was his advisor). 

 
Beaty reported the cost of supporting a Congressional Fellow this next year would be $144K ($132 
to Fellow, $5K Fellow Training, $7K AAAS Overhead). 
 
Motion: The Executive Committee approves $144K from the ION Reserve Fund to fund a 
Congressional Fellow beginning in September 2020 if selected. Motion passed. 
 
Action: Jade Morton, ION president, to appoint Government Fellow Selection Chair and authorize 
the same to organize a Government Fellow Selection Committee to make a recommendation as to 
the section of an ION AAAS Fellow for the 2020-’21 Fellow year. 
 

Postscript: Dr. Clark Cohen accepted the action to form an ION Government Fellows 
Selection Committee to review Dr. Ashman’s application and report back to ION with a 
recommendation. 

 
NAVIGATION, Update 
 
Beaty reported Brianna Snow had been added as an assistant editor to the ION National Office 
staff responsible to: 

• Support NAVI’s current volunteer editorial board in the production of ION’s journal.  
Perform all levels of edits, with a strong emphasis on technical editing. Analyze and 
proofread materials in terms of grammatical correctness, conciseness, structure, clarity of 
expression, conformity to required style, organization, presentation and technical 
accuracy. 

• Coordinate the production and printing of NAVI with ION’s current publisher and 
associated vendors. 

• Prepare all materials required for NAVI editorial board meetings for both editorial and 
management decisions. 

• Work with the ION’s management to transition NAVI to a public access model in the next 
18-24 months. 

• Provide technical editing for the ION Newsletter and editing of other publications ION 
produces as required. 

• Support the marketing department’s editing/creating social media posts to promote the 
Journal’s content with the goal of increasing the Journal’s indexing rating. Promote NAVI 
by providing authors with promotional materials and content to promote their 
manuscripts. 

• Create effective graphics, flow charts and diagrams for inclusion in documentation. 
• Administrative support for organization’s executive(s) when required including collecting 

and organizing complex technical, management and administrative information required 
for preparation of documents (as needed). 

• Support meetings as required. 
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It was reported that the editor, Richard Langley, had made the decision to change the style guide 
for NAVIGATION to the APA style guide beginning with the Fall 2020 issue. 
 
Beaty reported her goal was to have NAVIGATION be completely open access in January 2022. 
 
The Executive Committee adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
 
 

APPENDIX 

 

The following actions have been taken by the Executive Committee by email and are recorded here 

for the official record: 

 

ION Co-Sponsorship of the IAG’s 2nd Symposium of IAG Commission 4 Positioning and 

Applications, 7-11 September 2020, GFZ Potsdam, Germany, Approved February 2020 

 

Dr. Allison Kealy, president of IAD Commission 4, has requested the ION agree to serve as a co-

sponsor of the IAG’s: 

 

2nd Symposium of IAG Commission 4 Positioning and Applications 

7-11 September 2020  

GFZ Potsdam, Germany 

 

IAG’s 2nd Symposium of IAG Commission 4 Positioning and Applications symposium (Meeting 

Sponsor) meets the ION’s policy criteria for the technical co-sponsorship of a technical meeting 

run by another organization, as approved by Council (January 2001). Current members of the 

symposium’s technical program committee include Dr. Allison Kealy and Dr. Jiyun Lee (current 

member of ION Council).  There are no financial liabilities associated with co-sponsorship. 

 

MOTION: The Executive Committee approve the ION’s technical co-sponsorship of the 
IAG’s 2nd Symposium of IAG Commission 4 Positioning and Applications, 7-11 September 
2020, GFZ Potsdam, Germany as per the terms of the ION’s co-sponsorship policy and per 
the proposed MOU. Approved by email vote, February 2020. 

 
See Attached File: MOU IAGCom4 Sept2020 Germany Feb 2020 Signed 
 
Ethics Violation and Recommended Action to Be Taken with Sensors, MDPI, February 2020 
 
The ION Ethics Chair, Jeff Martin, reviewed a formal breach of the ION Code of Ethics: Addendum 
A, governing publication ethics, and per the ION’s Ethics Enforcement Policy has recommended 
the complaint be forwarded to the ION Executive Committee for action. 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/MOU_IAGCom4_Sept2020_Germany_Feb_2020_SIGNED.pdf
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COMPLAINT/BACKGROUND 
 
A formal complaint was submitted on 20 January 2020, citing that paper [A]: 
 
[A] Jinsil Lee, Minchan Kim, Jiyun Lee, and Sam Pullen, “Integrity assurance of Kalman-filter 
based GNSS/IMU integrated systems against IMU faults for UAV applications.” Proceedings 
of ION GNSS+ 2018. Miami, FL, pp. 2484-2500.  
https://www.ion.org/publications/abstract.cfm?articleID=15977 
https://doi.org/10.33012/2018.15977 
 
Was plagiarized by paper [B]: 
 
[B] Wei Liu, Dan Song, Zhipeng Wang, and Kun Fang, “Error Overboundings of KF-Based 
IMU/GNSS Integrated System against IMU Faults,” Sensors, 19 (22), 2019.  doi: 
10.3390/s19224912 
 
It should be noted that Wei Liu, the first listed author of paper [B] is a member of the ION, 
while the other three are non-members. 
 
As an additional complication, paper [B] is published in Sensors; an open access journal 
published by MDPI, making it easier for researchers to find and cite paper [B] than it would 
be for the original work, paper [A].   
 
Per the ION Code of Ethics: Addendum A, plagiarism includes, but is not limited to:  

1. uncredited copying of someone else’s work  
2. using someone else’s material without clear delineation or citation 
3. uncited reuse of an author’s previously published work that also involves other 

authors  
4. uncited reuse of an author’s copyrighted work 

 
ACTIONS TAKEN TO DATE 
 

1. January 2020: Beaty had both papers reviewed by an impartial technical expert 
(Boris Pervan), who has subsequently confirmed that paper [B] has plagiarizing 
paper [A], noting that paper [B’s] “… motivation, development, and even most of 
the equations (apart from notational details ) are almost entirely the same.”  

2. February 14, 2020: Beaty escalated the complaint to the Ethics Committee with 
background information for Ethics Enforcement Process evaluation. 

3. February 26, 2020: ION Ethics Chair, Jeff Martin, reviewed the materials and 
determined that per the ION’s Code of Ethics: Addendum A, violations of the ION’s 
Publications Code of Ethics have occurred, the violations should be reported to the 
ION Executive Committee, and the actions outlined below should be taken. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS (ION take the following actions): 
 

1. The Executive Committee authorize a letter to be sent to Sensors editor and MDPI 
(Sensors publisher): 

a. immediately notifying them of the plagiarized material and citing Sensors’ 
Publication Ethics Statement: 
www.mdpi.com/journal/sensors/instructions#ethics 

“… the editors of Sensors take such publishing ethics issues very seriously and are trained 
to proceed in such cases with a zero-tolerance policy.” Such action by a scholarly journal is 
abhorrent; besmirching the ethical reputation of scholarly journals as a whole.” 
In the Sensors Publications Ethics Statement, it states that if “plagiarism is detected during 
the peer review process, the manuscript may be rejected. If plagiarism is detected after 
publication, we may publish a correction or retract the paper.” 

b. request that the plagiarized article be immediately withdrawn from 
publication and distribution 

c. request the publication of a correction and/or paper retraction as identified 
in Sensors Ethics Statement; and  

d. a printed apology to the authors of the original paper [A] appear in the next 
issue of Sensors. 

 
2. Send a copy of ION’s letter to MDPI/Sensors to the authors of paper [B]. 

 
3. Send a copy of ION’s letter to MDPI/Sensors to the authors of paper [A]. 

 
MOTION: The Executive Committee authorize the ION Executive Director to execute the 
recommendations outlined above. Motion approved by email vote March 2020.  Beaty 
followed up this motion with a formal letter to Sensors. See Attached File: Sensors MDPI 
Plagiarism 3-2-20 

 
Recommendation ION Cancel PLANS, April 20-23, 2020, Approved March 2020 
 
March 12 Beaty notified the Executive Committee that: 

• The World Health Organization declared Coronavirus (COVID-19) a pandemic. 

• The U.S. government has restricted travel into the U.S. from Asia and Europe (United 
Kingdom excluded).  

• The Governor of Oregon has called for all gathering of over 250 people to be cancelled for 
the next four weeks.  

• Prior to last night, ION was already working with attendee/vendor travel restrictions and 
preparing for decreased attendance and underperformance. Beaty had already started 
working with vendors to mitigate losses related to under-performance clauses.  

 
BEATY RECOMMENDATION:  
ION Cancel PLANS as originally scheduled April 20-23.  Beaty recommends cancelling completely 
at this date primarily because, we have no idea how long COVID-19 will last, and the contractual 

http://www.mdpi.com/journal/sensors/instructions#ethics
https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Sensors_MDPI_Plagiarism_3-2-20.pdf
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obligations with rescheduling are going to become more rigid. Additionally, this is a “fast moving 
current” that is beyond any organizational power.   
 
If accepted, the following would need to be implemented: 

1. Send communication to attendees, exhibitors, sponsors, speakers and vendors notifying of 
the cancellation and providing follow-up information. (Communication would be posted 
on website and sent via email.) 

2. Issue participant refunds. 
3. Manage contractual implications for cancellation. 

a. Beaty would negotiate cancellation. ION’s maximum exposure is $231,000, but ION 
won’t pay this. Beaty will argue that cancellation is due to impossibility of 
performance. The curtailment of attendance from Asia and Europe and the Oregon 
Governor and WHO statements strengthen ION’s case, but it is not cut and dry. The 
hotel is open and willing to perform and the government has not made it “illegal” 
to hold the meeting – they have just advised against it.  In short, this is going to 
take some time, and require some flexibility by both parties as both ION and the 
hotel have been damaged by these events. Note that there are “communicable 
disease” exclusions in all insurance policies. There is also not coverage for 
cancellation due to the “prevention” of anything or the “fear” of anything. In short, 
no insurance for any of this. 

b. Beaty proposes ION be willing to roll the 2020 contract forward as a rebooking of a 
PLANS 2022 event, without any prejudice or penalty.  Or, worst case, Beaty trade 
an ITM/PTTI in Portland to get through this. 

4. ION produces the PLANS proceedings now and provides to IEEE at ION’s expense. All peer 
reviewed papers currently in AMP (no late papers accepted) shall be included. Best papers 
shall be identified in the proceedings as per usual. This makes all our authors whole and 
volunteer efforts extended thus far no made in vain. 

5. PLANS Best Paper Awards and the Kershner Award scheduled to be presented at PLANS 
shall be presented at a later date, either a rescheduled PLANS, or presented as part of the 
ION GNSS+ Awards Luncheon in September. 

 
ALTERNATIVE, Try to Postpone: 
 

1. Independent PLANS Event at Portland Hilton. Beaty could attempt to roll the existing 
PLANS event, at the existing Portland Hilton Hotel, under the terms of the contract into 
the Fall 2020 (October/early November) recognizing some programmatic attrition will 
occur. Note: This is dependent on hotel availability and amenability. Furthermore, it is 
likely that performance stipulations will become iron-clad. Beaty might not be able to 
negotiate clauses that ION can live with. If COVID-19 is still an issue in six months, ION does 
not want to be repeating this all over again.  

 
2. PLANS Technical Program Hosted in Parallel with ION GNSS+ 2020 in St. Louis. Two 

programs, one shared exhibit hall, cooperative Awards Luncheon. 
a. ION incurs no additional contractual risks. 
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b. Space would be tight and necessitate the elimination of all side meetings ION 
GNSS+ typically hosts. 

c. After PLANS proceedings are issued it is likely that the PLANS program will 
experience attrition when it comes to presentation. Discuss the option of hosting 
“a best of PLANS Track” only. 

d. ION GNSS+ would be hosting the IEEE/ION PLANS technical session(s) only due to a 
cancelled meeting.  It would NOT be a fully branded PLANS event. 

e. Expenses to be considered (cost of adding additional tracks to ION GNSS+,). 
f. Practicality of shared registration for those that attend both ION GNSS+ and PLANS. 

ION and IEEE AESS would need to view this as a service to the community in a 
difficult situation; and recognize it would be a net expense to the organization (i.e.: 
attendees pay one registration fee for both events). 

 
MOTION: The Executive Committee accept the recommendation to cancel PLANS as 
originally scheduled April 20-23, 2020, and authorize the ION National Office to notify 
attendees, exhibitors, sponsors, speakers and vendors of the cancellation and that 
additional information will be forth-coming. This will enable individual members to cancel 
travel bookings and allow Beaty to begin formal cancellation proceedings with vendors.  
The Executive Committee also authorizes the National Office to refund PLANS fees paid. 
The Executive Committee will meet formally via telecon on March 25 at 11:00 a.m. EDT to 
discuss the path forward following the PLANS April cancellation and options as outlined 
above. The vote was passed by email. 

 
Change to the Reserve Fund Formula, Approved March 2020 
 
When the Reserve Fund was conceptualized, based on the size of the ION’s National Office 
budget, the hard number of $1,000,000 for the balance in the Intermediate Fund was a 
reasonable number. However, the National Office’s budget has grown substantially over the past 
decade and our Reserve Fund Formula needs to be flexible and be able to expand and contract 
based on the changing budget and economic conditions. 
 
Therefore, it was proposed that the $1,000,000 definition for the Intermediate Fund’s balance in 
the ION’s investment portfolio be eliminated and be replaced by the current calculation in the 
existing note, or – the balance in the Intermediate Fund would be equal to “the sum of the 
Operating Fund, Short Term Fund and Intermediate Term Fund approximate one year of the ION’s 
operating expenses.” 
 
In March 2020 the Executive Committee approved a change to the calculation of the Intermediate 
Fund balance in the ION Reserve Fund Formula.  It was decided the calculated balance in the 
ION’s Intermediate Fund = One Year of Current Operating Expense less (the sum of the Operating 
Fund + the sum of the Short Term Fund). 
 

MOTION: The language in the RESERVE FUND FORMULA for the Intermediate Fund shall be 
as follows: 
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Intermediate Fund:  budget to implement new program; ION’s R&D budget 
Invested with a 2-4-year outlook (Intermediate Fund .53 beta)   
• The sum of the Operating Fund, Short Term Fund and Intermediate Term Fund 
should approximate one year of ION’s operating expenses. This is a realistic 
calculation for a 4-year “rainy-day perspective”. 

 
The motion was approved by email vote. 

 
See Attached Files:  Reserve Fund Charts 2-29-20 
   Reserve Fund Formal Approved 03-2020 
 
Approval ION’s 2020-’21 Budget for Presentation to Council in January, January 2020 
 

Motion: The ION Executive Committee (and Finance Chair) approved the ION’s 2020-’21 
Budget as circulated for presentation to Council at the January 20, 2020 Council meeting. 
Motion approved by email vote. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Reserve_Fund_Charts_2-29-20.pdf
https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Reserve_Fund Formula_Approved_03-2020.pdf

