
MINUTES OF THE 
COUNCIL MEETING 

(September 16, 2019) 
 
Subject to the approval of the ION Council, the following minutes are submitted.  The Council 
meeting was called to order on September 16, 2019 at the Hyatt Regency Miami, Miami, Florida 
at 5:30 p.m.  Those present were: 
 
VOTING COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

Name    Office Held 
Y. Jade Morton   President 
Frank van Diggelen  Executive Vice President 
Frank van Graas   Treasurer, Past President 
Steve Rounds   Western Vice President 
John Langer   Military Division Chair 
Chris Hegarty   Satellite Division Chair/Past President 
John Raquet   Immediate Past President 
Zak Kassas   Western Member-at-Large 
Alex Stratton   Western Member-at-Large 
Sunil Bisnath   Technical Representative 
Andrew Hansen   Technical Representative 
Li-Ta Hsu   Technical Representative 
Deborah Lawrence  Technical Representative 
Jiyun Lee   Technical Representative 
Terry Moore   Technical Representative 
Gary McGraw   Finance Chair 
Sherman Lo   Meetings Chair  
Michael Meurer   Awards Chair 
Dorota Grejner-Brzezinska Past President 
Patricia Doherty  Past President 
Larry Hothem   Past President 
John Lavrakas   Past President 
Karen Van Dyke   Past President  
 

NON-VOTING PARTICIPANTS: 
Name    Position Held  
Jeff Martin   Ethics Chair 
Sanjeev Gunawardena  GNSS Software Radio Metadata Standard Chair 
Okurary Osechas  ITM 2020 Program Chair 
Mitch Narrins 
Lisa Beaty   Executive Director    
 

It was determined that a quorum was achieved.   
 
AGENDA 
See Attached File: Agenda Council September 2019 
 
Approve January 28, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes: J. Morton   
 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Agenda_Council_September_2019.pdf
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Motion:  Council approves the January 28, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes as 
circulated. Motion made by Steve Rounds, seconded by Debra Lawrence and 
passed by the Council. 

 
ION Code of Ethics, Addendum A: Publications: J. Martin 
 
See Attached File: Ethics Chair Report 
 
Jeff Martin, Ethics Chair, reported that a publication ethics and publication malpractice statement 
had been required by Scopus as part of the ION’s application to get Pacific PNT proceedings 
indexed. In February, Jeff Martin, ION Ethics Chair, proposed “Addendum A: Publications” be 
added to the ION’s existing Ethics Policy.  It was reported that the addendum was broadly written 
on purpose to allow for interpretation and discretion by the committee and was approved by the 
ION Executive Committee in February. Additionally, it was reported that Chuck Schue, ION Bylaws 
Chair, reviewed the proposed “Addendum A: Publications” to the ION’s Code of Ethics, compared 
the language to the language in the bylaws and other policy documents, and had noted any 
inconsistencies. 
 

MOTION: Council formally approve the “Addendum A: Publications” to the ION’s Code of 
Ethics policy. Motion made by Gary McGraw, seconded by John Lavrakas and passed by 
the Council. 

 
President’s Report: Y. J. Morton 
 
See Attached File: Presidents Report 9-24-18 
 
Y. Jade Morton, President, followed up the ethics report with additional recommendations made 
by Chuck Schue, Bylaws Chair, based on his review of the recent addition to the ION’s Ethics 
Policy. It was reported that the Bylaws Chair recommended that Council add an Ethics Chair to the 
bylaws as a Standing Committee member under Article VI. Schue expressed that this would send a 
strong signal that the Council is serious about ethics violations. Additionally, having a standing 
Bylaws Chair would reduce the amount of time to perform reviews when violations are reported.   
 

Action: The Bylaws Chair, following the procedure in the bylaws, is to draft a change to the 
bylaws to add the Bylaws Chair as a standing committee chair. It was agreed the proposed 
bylaws modification could be distributed to Council for advice and comment via email 
prior to the January Council meeting with the goal of being able to ratify the bylaws 
change in January 2020. 

 
Additionally, it was recommended ION revise the first paragraph of the ION’s Ethics Enforcement 
Process as follows: 
 

FROM: Any ION member can report a possible ethics violation to Ethics Chair. Where 
possible, the identity of the reporting member will remain private. (Likely source of 
violations might be officer nominations or awards committees.) 
 
TO: Any ION member can report a possible ethics violation to the Ethics Chair. Where 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Ethics_Chair_Report_9-16-19.pdf
https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Presidents_Report_9-16-19.pdf
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possible, the identity of the reporting member will remain private. (Likely sources of 
violations might be officer nominations, awards committees, or conference paper peer 
reviews.) 

 
There was discussion over whether or not sources of violations needed to be specified. It was 
suggested these be omitted to keep possible sources of violation open to interpretation.  
Amendments to the proposal were discussed.  The following motion was made: 
 

Motion: ION revise the first paragraph of the Ethics Enforcement Process as follows: 
 

FROM: Any ION member can report a possible ethics violation to Ethics Chair. 
Where possible, the identity of the reporting member will remain private. (Likely 
source of violations might be officer nominations or awards committees.) 
 
TO: Any ION member can report a possible ethics violation to the Ethics Chair. 
Where possible, the identity of the reporting member will remain private.  
 

Motion made by Chuck Schue, seconded by Frank van Graas and passed by Council. 
 
Dr. Morton reported that in February the Executive Committee approved a motion for the Annual 
Awards Selection Committee to take over the selection of the PTTI Award for 2019 (awarded in 
January 2020) and to add Francine Vannicola as a member of the committee.  Council was asked 
to formally endorse this Executive Committee action. 
 

Motion: Council approves the following serve on the 2019 Annual Awards Selection 
Committee: Michael Meurer (Chair), Didier Flament, Allison Kealy, Richard Langley, Gary 
McGraw, John Raquet, Logan Scott, Francine Vannicola and Todd Walter. Motion made by 
Steve Rounds, seconded by Dorota Brzezinska and passed by Council. 
 
For full Ethics Policy with Publication Addendum see:  
Ethics with Publications Addendum Approved Council 9-16-19 

 
It was reported that NAVIGATION’s 2018 impact factor had increased to 1.7, the special BDS was 
released in the Spring 2019, and ION had hired Morna Conway of Scholarly Publishing Consulting 
to develop and help implement a strategic plan for NAVIGATION in cooperation with the editor, 
publisher and ION staff. 
 
Additionally, new ION membership initiatives were reported. The results of ION’s recent technical 
meetings were shared. 
 
Clarification ION Annual Awards Nomination Policies: M. Meurer 
 
Michael Meurer, Awards Chair, reported that there is nothing currently limiting the number of 
reference letters to no more than three and recommended the awards policy be clarified so that 
each nomination be accompanied by no more than two letters of reference, with the original 
nominator/nomination serving as the third reference. The changes to the policy are to ensure 
nominations are accompanied by no more than three total references in order to ensure efficient 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Ethics_with_Publications_Addendum_Approved_Council_9-16-19.pdf
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use of the committee’s time, and to ensure that the appropriate emphasis is placed on the overall 
purpose/significance of the accomplishments.  

 
A few other additions were also suggested for “nominator guidance” on what should be included 
with nominations, namely that nominations should clearly explain the technical contributions of 
the nominee.  

 
See Attached File for Document with Recommended Changes Tracked: 
Award Policies & Procedures Proposed September 16 2019 
 

Motion: Council approves the proposed changes to the Annual Awards Policies and 
Procedures document as proposed. Council clarified that these changes would take effect 
for next year’s awards process and Beaty would update website with the new policy 
following the October 15 deadline for the current awards cycle to avoid any confusion.  
Motion made by Michael Meurer, seconded by Pat Doherty and passed by the Council.  

 
GNSS Software Radio Metadata Standard – Status: S. Gunawardena 
 
See Attached File: Metadata_Standard_Status_091519 
 
Dr. Gunawardena, Metadata Standard Chair, reported that one vote had been held but the 
committee was in the process of extending the vote to include those who could not participate in 
order to try to obtain an over fifty percent participation rate prior to sending the standard to ION 
counsel for legal review.  It was reported that the standard should be sent to legal counsel for 
review by the end of the year. 
 
Proposal to Form Working Group: L. Hsu 
 
Li-Ta Tsu, ION Technical Representative, proposed that ION organize a working group on Open-
Sourcing GNSS/INS/LiDAR Data Collected in Urban Canyons with the following objectives: 

1. Open-Sourcing Localization Data Collected in Asian Urban Canyons, including Tokyo and 
Hong Kong 

2. Benchmarking different positioning algorithms using the open-sourcing data 
3. Raising the awareness of the urgent navigation requirement in highly-urbanized areas 

especially in Asian-Pacific regions 
 
See Attached File: WG-Urban Canyon Data Proposal 
 
John Raquet voiced his support of projects like these, which would give the ION visibility in new 
markets and asked that ION form a committee to look at this.  Dorota Brzezinska suggested 
industry representatives be added to the committee. Terry Moore suggested Li-Ta Tsu speak to 
Allison Kealy because International Association of Geodesy (IAG) was currently working on this.   
 

Postscript: Dr. Hsu sent Dr. Kealy a follow-up proposal.  See attached file: 
WG Urban Canyon Proposal ION IAG Doc  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Award_Policies_Procedures_Proposed_Sept_16_2019.pdf
https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Metadata_Standard_Status_091519.pdf
https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/WG_Uurban_Canyon_Proposal.pdf
https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/WG_Urban_Canyon_Proposal_ION_IAG_Doc.pdf
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Karen Van Dyke inquired about the future of ION’s Cognizant Autonomous Systems for Safety 
Critical Applications (CASSCA) Conference.  It was reported that Zak Kassas would like to see 
CASSCA continue. It was reported that the CASSCA organizers would be meeting later in the week 
to discuss the future of the conference. 
  
The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.  


