
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  

April 9, 2021 
 
 
Subject to the approval of the Executive Committee, the following minutes are submitted.  The 
virtual Executive Committee Meeting was called to order on Friday, April 9, 2021, at 11:00 a.m. 
EDT. Those present were: 
 
VOTING EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
 
Name    Office Held    
Frank van Diggelen  President 
Sherman Lo   Executive VP 
Frank van Graas  Treasurer 
Tim Murphy   Western VP  
Jason Rife   Eastern VP 
Patricia Doherty  Satellite Division Chair  
John Langer   Military Division Chair 
Jade Morton   Immediate Past President 
 
NON-VOTING PARTICIPANTS: 
 
Name    Position Held 
Okuary Osechas  Membership Chair 
Gary McGraw   Finance Chair 
Richard Langley  Publication Chair 
Lisa Beaty   Executive Director  
Maili Montgomery  Auditor, Clifton Larson Allen CPA’s 
Leslie Heidinger  Auditor, Clifton Larson Allen CPA’s 
 
AGENDA 
 

1. Review Plan for NAVI OA and Implications for ION Membership 
2. Update on ION Congressional Fellow Application for September 2021-August 2022 
3. Conference Cancellation Insurance Options for FY 2021-‘22 
4. Scope of ION’s FY 2020-‘21 Audit 
5. Recording of February 2020 ERVA Motion 

 
Review Plan for NAVI OA and Implications for ION Membership 
 
See Attached File: Membership NAVI Exec Comm 4-9-21 
 
The group reviewed and discussed the charts and made some changes on an interactive basis. 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/Membership_NAVI_Exec_Comm-4-9-21.pdf
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The group requested that differential Article Publishing Charges (APC) rates be established for 
member and non-members. 
 
A request was made for additional details on APC and proposed fee waiver criteria.  Beaty agreed 
to draft proposed criteria. However, she highlighted that most of the manuscripts in the 2022 
issue would be eligible for waivers, as APC would only apply to manuscripts submitted when the 
policies took effect after January 1, 2022.   
 

Action: Beaty to propose criteria for the APC waivers and process to request the same.  For 
proposed draft see attached file: APC Waivers DRAFT 4-13-21 

 
The group also reviewed the impact of NAVI being available to the public Open Access (OA) and 
impact to membership and the proposal to mitigate with the restructuring of membership.   
 

Motion: The Executive Committee approve the proposed change to the membership 
benefit structure and suite of benefits to be presented to Council at the next Council 
meeting. The motion was passed by the Executive Committee. 

 
Update on ION Congressional Fellow Application for September 2021-August 2022 
 
Beaty reported that Ben Ashman, ION Government Fellow approved spring 2020 who had 
deferred a year due to COVID, had made a formal request to enter the AAAS fellow program as an 
ION fellow in September 2021. It was reported Ashman had been fully vetted by the Government 
Fellows Committee March 2020, and re-verified through NASA (Ashman’s current employer), 
March 2021. Beaty reported she was working with AAAS to have Ashman’s salary and benefits 
paid through the AAAS fellows corporation, as ION had done with the last government fellow but 
AAAS had changed CFO’s and was asking for an indirect management fee of 15% of all total 
expenses – including the full stipend amount. Beaty reported this was over double what she had 
paid in the past.  She was working with AAAS in asking them to honor what they had agreed to in 
2020, but if not, she would make other arrangements. Options included putting Ashman on ION’s 
payroll if necessary but would necessitate additional work and state filings. 
 
Beaty reported that the government fellows program was a discretionary program and, as such, 
the Executive Committee would need to approve the expenditure of funds, as these were not 
currently in ION’s operating budget. 
 

Motion: The Executive Committee approve $150,000 to be expended to fund ION’s AAAS 
government fellow August 2021 through August 2022. Motion made by Frank van Graas 
and passed by the Executive Committee. 

 
Conference Cancellation Insurance Options for FY 2021-‘22 
 
Beaty reported that in the current climate, the cost of conference cancellation insurance 
premiums had soared, while coverage was increasingly restrictive and essentially limited to 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/APC_Waivers_DRAFT_4-13-21.pdf
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natural disasters and local labor disputes. In light of the associated costs, risks, mitigating factors, 
coverage, and what ION would be expected to do to mitigate loss in order to obtain coverage, 
Beaty recommended that for 2021 ION self-insure for JNC and ION GNSS+ (August and September 
2021) and not purchase independent insurance. The primary reason stated was that if a hotel 
disaster did strike, the current state of the meeting market would not make relocation as 
impossible or expensive as it would normally be, and thus Beaty considered the risk more minimal 
when compared to the costs. 
 
Beaty did report that she intended to purchase the insurance for ITM/PTTI (January 2022 in Long 
Beach, CA) and Pacific PNT (April 2022 in HI) where the possibility of natural disaster was greater, 
and if it occurred would most likely result in having to relocate to another city rather than another 
property. 
 
There was some talk of ION no longer buying insurance at all and self-insuring for all future 
events. Beaty clarified she was not recommending this at this time, but noted that she would 
continue to bring items like this to the Executive Committee when warranted based on cost and 
market conditions. 
 

Motion: The ION self-insure for ION GNSS+ and JNC in 2021 and not purchase conference 
cancellation insurance for these events in 2021.  Motion made by Frank van Graas, 
seconded by Patricia Doherty and passed by the Executive Committee. 

 
Scope of ION’s FY 2020-‘21 Audit 
 
Maili Montgomery, auditor, Clifton Larson Allen CPA’s, reviewed the scope of the audit scheduled 
to commence April/May 2021. 
 
See Attached File: ION Audit Planning 4-9-21 
 
Recording of February 2020 ERVA Motion 
 
The following motion was approved by the Executive Committee by email vote in February 2021 
and is included in these minutes for permanent record: 
 

Motion: ION Executive Committee approve the ION’s affiliation with NSF’s Engineering 
Research Visioning Alliance (ERVA). Executive Committee approved by email vote February 
2021. 

 

Background: 

 

The National Science Foundation for the Engineering Research Visioning Alliance (ERVA) 

has requested that ION as an organization affiliate with them with the launch and 

visionary initiatives to identify and develop transformative engineering research and to 

https://www.ion.org/governance/upload/ION_2021_Audit_Planning_4-9-21.pdf
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catalyze the engineering community’s pursuit of innovative, high-impact research that 

benefits society. 

 

ERVA’s goal with organizational affiliates, is to create a “think-tank” of engineering experts 

that the NSF can draw from for specialized engineering expertise and advise.  ERVA would 

be looking to ION to: 

• Provide recommendations of technical experts on specific engineering topics when 

requested. 

• Help advertise NSF projects of interest specifically to ION members when/where 

applicable through our existing programs. 

• Allow NSF ERVA to work cooperatively on new research that impacts ION interests 

(as/when relevant). 

• Use the ION’s name and logo on the NSF ERVA’s website. 

 

There are no financial or administrative requirements.  NSF provides independent funding 

sources for all ERVA activities, and as always, ION would evaluate each initiative in the best 

interest of the PNT community and the membership. 

 

ERVA members include many engineering non-profit membership organizations (IEEE has 

already affiliated) and universities.  Dr. Dorota Grejner-Brzezinska is ERVA’s principal 

investigator, and as such, the ION will be well represented.   

 

 
The Executive Committee adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 


